P^NT COOPERATION TREATS 



tU/Ub 
PCT/J POO/041 86 



From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT 

NOTIFICATION OF ELECTION 
(PCT Rule 61.2) 


To: 

Commissioner 

US Department of Commerce 
unitea otates ratent ana i raaemanc 
Office, PCT 

2011 South Clark Place Room 
CP2/5C24 

Arlington, VA 22202 
ETATS-UIMIS D'AMERIQUE 

in its capacity as elected 0<f<ce 


Date of mailing: 

25 January 2001 (25.01.01) 




International application No.: 

PCT/JP00/04186 


Applicant's or agent's file reference: 
P99-376 


International filing date: 

26 June 2000 (26.06.00) 


Priority date: 

19 July 1999(19.07.99) 


Applicant: 

MACHIDA, Yoshinobu et al 



1 . The designated Office is hereby notified of its election made: 

| X | in the demand filed with the International preliminary Examining Authority on: 

11 October 2000 (11.10.00) 



| | in a notice effecting later election filed with the International Bureau on: 



2. The election | X] was 

| | was not 

made before the expiration of 19 months from the priority date or, where Rule 32 applies, within the time limit under 
Rule 32.2(b). 





Authorized officer: 


The International Bureau of WIPO 


34, chemin des Colombettes 




121 1 Geneva 20, Switzerland 


J. Zahra 


Facsimile No.: (41-22)740.14.35 


Telephone No.: (41-22)338.83.38 



Form PCT/IB/331 (July 1992) 



3779332 



(USPTO) 



Copy for the Elected Office (EO/US) 
f^^NT COOPERATION TREAf 



PCT/JP00/0418IB 



From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT 

NOTIFICATION OF THE RECORDING 
OF A CHANGE 

(PCT Rule 92bis.1 and 
Administrative Instructions, Section 422) 


To: 

HATORI, Osamu 
Akasaka HKN Building 6F 
8-6, Akasaka 1-chome 

Minato-ku 

I VI 1 1 la lw rN vJ 

Tokyo 107-0052 
JAPON 


Date of mailing (day/month/year) 

22 February 2001 (22.02.01) 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 
P99-376 


IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 


International application No. 
PCT/JP00/04186 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
26 June 2000 (26.06.00) 



1. The following indications appeared on record concerning: 

X the applicant [ | the inventor | | the agent | | the common representative 


Name and Address 

KAO CORPORATION 

14-10, Nihonbashi Kayaba-cho 1- 

chome 

Chuo-ku 

Tokyo 103-0025 

Japan 


State of Nationality 
JP 


State of Residence 
JP 


Telephone No. 


Facsimile No. 


Teleprinter No. 


2. The International Bureau hereby notifies the applicant that the following change has been recorded concerning: 
| | the person | [ the name X the address | | the nationality | | the residence 


Name and Address 

KAO CORPORATION 

14-10, Nihonbashi Kayaba-cho 1- 

chome 

Chuo-ku 

Tokyo 103-8210 

Japan 


State of Nationality 
JP 


State of Residence 
JP 


Telephone No. 


Facsimile No. 


Teleprinter No. 


3. Further observations, if necessary: 


4. A copy of this notification has been sent to: 

fx] the receiving Office Q the designated Offices concerned 
| | the International Searching Authority | X| the elected Offices concerned 
| X| the International Preliminary Examining Authority | | other: 





The International Bureau of WIPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 

Facsimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 


Authorized officer 

Susumu Kubo 

Telephone No.: (41-22) 338.83.38 



Form PCT/IB/306 (March 1994) 



003858702 
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1 . This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



This REPORT consists of a total of 



. sheets, including this cover sheet. 



| I This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
1 — ' been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see 
Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of 



sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 3 5(2). with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanation? supporting such statement . — 
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Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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Date of completion of this report 
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Name and mailing address of the IPEA/JP 
Facsimile No. 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



Internationa) application No. 

PCT/JP00/04186 



I. Basis of the report 



1 . With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
f^l the international application as originally filed 

[ 1 the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

1 | the claims: 
pages 

pages 

pages 

pages . 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



□ 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



I I the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 



_ , filed with the demand 



„ , filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is- 

□ 

the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable forrh. .... 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ 

the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 

the drawings, sheets/fig 

5 I I ™ S report nas been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
— beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70. J 6 
and 70.17). 

* Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item I and annexed to this report. 
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ntemational application No. 

PCT/JP00/04186 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims j_5 YES 

Claims NO 

Inventive step (IS) Claims 2,3 YES 

Claims 145 NO 

Industrial applicability (IA) Claims j_5 YES 

Claims NO 



2. Citations and explanations » : 

The subject matter of claims 1 and 4 does not appear to involve an inventive step on account of 
document 1 cited in the ISR and document 2 cited in the ISR. Document 1 and document 2 both 
pertain to the same technical field of production methods for absorbent articles, so using a 
structure wherein a preset pattern on the continuous member described in document 2 is printed 
at a printing pitch that is shorter than the cut length of that continuous member instead of the 
structure of the continuous member described in document 1 could easily have been conceived 
by a person skilled in the art. 



The subject matter of claim 5 does not appear to involve an inventive step on account of 
document 2 and document 3 cited in the ISR. The continuous member described in document 2 
and the continuous member described in document 3 have the same functional point, and belong 
to similar technical fields, so using a stretched continuous member as described in document 3 
instead of the continuous member described in document 2 could easily have been conceived by 
a person skilled in the art. 
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C DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category* 


Guiion of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 


Relevant to claim No. 


P.X 
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claims 14-18 


1-24 
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WO 9408789 Al (MoLNLYCKE AB), 28 April 1994 
(28.04.94), abstract, figures 
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(30.03.94), abstract, figures 
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10 July 1997 (10.07.97), abstract, figures 
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~x] Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C. | y| See patent family annex. 



* Special categories of cited documents: *T* later documeni published aOer the iatemaaooal filing date or pncrity 

-/V- document defining the general state o f the art which i, oot considered ffJS! £ ^rn^^^^T^f ^ "° 
to be of particular rdevance ^ P nncl P lc or theory underlying the invention 

"E" ertier documeni but published on or after the iotemational filing date "X* document of particular rdevance: the dauned invention cannot be 

-L- documeni which may throw doubts oo priority claims) or which is ^^^to^^S^^T* " " 
cited to establish the publication date of another citation or other * e P wheo °* document " Ukcn * lone 

special reason (as specified) 'V* document of particular rdevance: the daimed invention cannot be 
"O" document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or other considered to involve ao inventive step when the document is 

means combined with one or more other such documents, such combination 
•P" document published prior to the international filing date but later than bein 8 obvioui to a penon skilled in the art 

the priority date claimed document member of the same patent family 


Date of the actual completion of the international search 
13 Februarv 1998 


Date of mailing of the international search report 

1 4. M. 98 


Name and mailing address of ihe ISA/ 
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